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W i t h his charismatic presence, powerful interpretations

and dedication to musical integrity, Noah Wagar is?
attracting attention as one of the most p r o m i s i n g|

undergraduate conductors o f His gérieration. © = 2 9
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" Currently a Junior atStetsonUniversi ty, Wagar is working _

to complete his Bachelor?s d e g r e ein Music Education.
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? Although having conducted many choral and orchest ra l-

?works i n thepast,?Celestial Voices?w i l l be h is i n a u g u r a l©

- concertas a full-time choir-director amdtconductor. Some?

~of -h is - la rger_reper to i re - inc ludesJoy ,J o y , Joy-by-David -

_Clydesdale andHandel?sMessiah.
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? A n acclaimedm u s i c i a n ,Wagar not only excels i n h i s

~tcondicting musical i ty ,b u t also i n hiss i i g ing career.He~

?helds-awards f romthe NationalAssociation ferFeachers: -

- a f S ing ing(NATS) f o r his_solo_performances-including?
_F ina l sinClassical singing, 3rd inMusical Theatres i n g i n g ,

" a n d 2 n dini Classicals ing ing .
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~ Meet The: Wouter & Accoutpanist -

?Mentor: Jens O l i va
.O r i g i n a l l y from Miami, Florida, Jensbrings many. years

of professional experience to the Community Chorus o f
Palm Coast. He receivedh is Bachelor o f Music degree~
from Belhaven-College in Jackson; MS-and a Master of:-

M u s i c Education degree f r o m Jackson State University. _

~Before - -mov ing to -Patm--Coast;-Fens taught in t h e :

_ M i s s i s s i p p i _ p u b l i c _ s c h o o l s .f o r 1 6 years. His..choirs..
received numerous state superior rat ings and received:

?Superior r a t i n g sa t t h e national levél in At lanta,Dal las,

~ Houston,-St. Louis;-and-New-Orleans.?Jens.is- currently?
the Chorus Director at Matanzas High School, c a r r y i n gon |

?h is t radi t ion o f teaching v o c a l music r e s u l t i n gi n

?outstanding perfermances. Jensis married-to-Laura- They?

_haveth reechildren andt w o grandchildren.

pe neee e h

_Accompanist: Linda.Oertel ??~-??

~ F inda Oertel r é c e i v e da d e g r e ei n church music from

~Fexas- Christian University, Ft : Worth;Texass??? 9 7
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A f t e rgraduation,t i o n , through a Fullbright Scholarship, s h e|
Studiedpipe o r g a nim Copenhagen, Denmark. She workeK e d

?as-a-pianist-and-organist for many-years-ina d d i t i o n - t o ?

teaching bothinstruments.n t s . L i n d a h ah a s b come a n integcal
p a r t o f our c h o r p s . |
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?The Story Behind Cosmos?

There is a unique, local story behind

? ' the theme for these concerts, as they

q y o feature an original composition
é . oh commissioned especially for our

e X 6, 3
c h o r u s . ?Cosmos? b y r e n o w n e d

~ ~

\ e f o o - composer and arranger, Dr. Stan Pethel,
; xv ? / is based on a greeting card created by

local artist Sharon Gudenberg. A chorus

member, A n n Meyers, received Sharon?s

beautiful card depict ing her vision o f the cos-

mos and a few lines o f poetry. As A n n read

Sharon?s lyrical words, she had an overwhelming feeling that they needed to

be set to music. Ann urged Sharon to complete the poem, and they began

talking to friends about the idea o f f inding someone to put her verse to music.

The stars aligned when a local patron, Carl Duyck, introduced the concept

to Dr. Pethel, Chair o f Fine Ar ts at Ber ry College near Rome, Georgia.

Carl and fe l low patron, Dennis Flood, contr ibuted the entire fee to have

the piece commissioned, and ?Cosmos? became a musical real i ty for the

2019 Spring performances. This contemporary composit ion features a piano

and flute accompaniment, provid inga t ru ly ethereal experience fo r both the

singers and the audience.


